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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 2-10, 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Moore 
(US 5,066,906). 

Regarding claim 2. 8. 9:: Moore discloses in figures 1-6, an arrangement comprising: a 
liquid crystal display (28) having a length (see element 28), a width (see element 28) 
and a thickness (see element 28); an integrally formed housing comprising a display 
receptacle (225), the display receptacle (225) including retention members (30, 229, 
see column 6, lines 1-68) operable to retain the liquid crystal display (28) in length (see 
element 28), width (see element 28) and thickness (see element 28) dimensions, and a 
flexible conductor device (32) operably connected between the liquid crystal display (28) 
and a circuit board (26) wherein the integrally formed housing includes a rib (element 
229, see columns 6-7) extending across at least a portion the display receptacle 
(explain in claim 1), the rib (229, see columns 6-7) configured to retain the flexible 
conductor device (explain above) in a predetermined position within the receptacle 
(explain in claim 1). Element 229 is configured to mate with element 30 and provided 
pressure to keep element 32 in place. 
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Regarding claim 3, 4: Moore discloses in figures 1-6, the arrangement wherein the 
integrally formed housing includes one or more side walls (portion of 14) and an end 
wall (portion 11) forming a meter circuit housing (10), the display receptacle (explain in 
claim 1) disposed within the meter circuit housing (10). 

Regarding claim 5, 20: Moore discloses in figures 1-6, the arrangement wherein the 
one or more side walls comprises a cylindrical side wall (see figures). 
Regarding claim 6: Moore discloses in figures 1-6, the arrangement wherein the meter 
circuit housing further comprises snap features (see abstract) for receiving 
corresponding snap features secured to the circuit board. 

Regarding claim 7: Moore discloses in figures 1-6, the arrangement wherein the 
display receptacle includes four side walls (see figures 3) and end retaining flanges 
(302) extending perpendicularly from the four side walls (see figure 3), at least one of 
the four side walls (see figure 3) including at least one detent (226 or portion of 30) for 
retaining the liquid crystal display in the thickness dimension. 

Regarding claim 10: Moore discloses in figures 1-6, the arrangement wherein the rib 
includes a portion having an L-shaped cross section (it appears rib is an L shape). 
Regarding claim 17, 18, 19: Moore discloses in figure 3, a meter housing structure 
comprising: a base plate (base of elements 225, 228) supporting one or more meter 
blades (28, 32), a cover (301) having an open end (open end between elements 302, 
303) and a closed end (planar portion of element 301), the open end (open end 
between elements 302, 303) including a periphery having a shoulder (elements 302, 
303), a first housing (22) supporting a display element (28), the first housing (22) having 
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a periphery having an outward extending shoulder (portion of element 237), the first 
housing (22) also including at least one flexible extension (32) extending at an angle 
from the first housing (22) outward extending shoulder: and wherein the cover shoulder 
(elements 302, 303) engages the first housing (22) outward extending shoulder so as to 
urge the flexible extension (32) toward and against the base plate (base of elements 
225, 228). 

Regarding claim 21: Moore discloses disclose the meter housing structure wherein the 
flexible extension forms a gasketless seal (see column 1 , lines 27-36). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/7/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regard claim 2: applicant argues that "a rib extending across at least a portion the 
display receptacle, the rib configured to retain the flexible conductor device in a 
predetermined position within the receptacle". This argument is not found to be 
persuasive because Moore discloses in figure 3, columns 6-7 that element 229 is 
configured to keep element 32 in place. 

Regarding claim 17: applicant argues that "the cover shoulder engages the first 
housing outward extending shoulder so as to urge the flexible extension toward and 
against the base plate". This argument is not found to be persuasive because Moore 
discloses in figure 3, columns 6-7 that cover shoulder (elements 302, 303) keep 
elements 22, 24 together and engage element 32 in place. 
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Relevant Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The Bradshow William M (US 1,969,499) teaches the watthour meter 
mounting, Lewis Morgan J (US 2,582,638) teaches the meter through box, Hammond 
Scott H (US 4,744,004) teaches the electricity meter, Langdon et al. (US 4,977,482) 
teaches the watthour meter socket, Germer et al. (US 5,001,420) teaches the energy 
meter. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUNG T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5983. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:30PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, KAMMIE CUNEO can be reached on 571-272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

HUNG NGUYEN 5/16/06 
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